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how to amend the treaty to permit limited de-
fenses while keeping its central protections, and
we’ll continue to seek a START III treaty that
will cut our strategic arsenals to 20 percent of
their cold war levels.

Let me conclude by wishing you a productive
meeting. I value your advice. I count on your
dedication, and I thank you for all you’re doing
to build a safer world.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were videotaped
at approximately 11:50 a.m. on March 10 in Room
459 in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building for later broadcast. The transcript
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on March 16. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at an American Ireland Fund Dinner
March 16, 2000

President Glucksman, Mr. Aikins, Senator
Mitchell, members of the administration and
Congress who are here, and our distinguished
Ambassadors of the United States to Ireland
and Ireland to the United States. To all the
leaders of the parties from Northern Ireland
who are here; Secretary Mandelson; and in his
absence, from his video, I would also say I very
much appreciate what Tony Blair said earlier.
And most of all, to you, Taoiseach, I thank you.
I thank you for the award, and I thank the
American Ireland Fund for all it has done for
peace and progress in Ireland.

And I want to say that this is about the most
beautiful piece of Irish crystal I’ve ever seen.
It also bears, as my wife said, a remarkable
resemblance to a golf ball. [Laughter] And it
is only for that reason, and because he does
not play, that I do not feel constrained to let
it reside for half a year with George Mitchell—
[laughter]—to whom we are all profoundly in-
debted.

You know, basically, I don’t believe that Presi-
dents should get awards. The job itself is reward
enough. But I’m honored and pleased to have
this one, because, for me, the work for peace
that I have done and our administration—Hil-
lary, through the Vital Voices networks—it’s
been a labor of love at all hours of the day
and night and through many months of frustra-
tion, through all of the efforts I’ve made just
to understand, sometimes, the fights which seem
to me to be inexplicable.

So much has been accomplished in the last
2 years especially, but really over the last almost
8 years. At the moment, we wish that the insti-
tutions were up, not down; we wish that every-

body was in agreement, not feeling frustrated;
but we must never forget that the ceasefires
now are measured in years, not weeks, that peo-
ple now shop in their downtowns without fear
of bombs going off, that the gradual return to
normal life was again reflected today in the an-
nouncement of the British Government that fur-
ther troops will be redeployed for duty outside
Northern Ireland, leaving no army battalion resi-
dent in Belfast for the first time in 31 years.

More than 300 prisoners from both sides have
been released. Human rights and equality com-
missions have been formed. Police reform is un-
derway, and we are looking forward to the re-
form of the criminal justice system. A peace
dividend has begun to take hold in Northern
Ireland’s economy: more people employed there
than ever before, unemployment the lowest in
20 years. tourists up by 11 percent last year
alone, American visitors doubling in the last dec-
ade, rising investment in trade, an economy be-
coming as modern as that of her Irish and Brit-
ish counterparts.

I am very proud of the role the United States
has played in this economic rebirth as well. The
International Fund for Ireland, to which we are
the largest donor, has leveraged a billion and
a half dollars of direct investment, helping to
create over 30,000 jobs. The Walsh visa program
will bring thousands of young Irish men and
women to the United States for education and
training, especially in high-tech areas. Our new
microlending program, Aspire, is inspiring small
business and entrepreneurs at a rapid rate.

And as the Taoiseach said, a year ago at this
time, the people of Northern Ireland did not

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 10:23 Feb 01, 2002 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00479 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\PUBPAP~1\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01



480

Mar. 16 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

enjoy self-rule. Last year, the assembly was es-
tablished, the executives, the bodies were put
to work, and lo and behold, the Irish were pret-
ty good at self-government in the North as well.
Ministers from both sides met together, worked
together, took care of constituents together,
made mistakes together and learned together,
just the sort of thing democratic governments
ought to do everywhere. They were successfully
tackling some of their toughest shared problems
and building structures for cross-border coopera-
tion with the Irish Republic.

Now what? Well, we must begin by respecting
the will of the people. After all, they voted in
record numbers not for stalemate and delay but
for progress and peace. The threat of violence
from whatever source must be removed forever
from Northern Ireland’s politics, clearly and un-
equivocally.

At the same time, the people have the right
to expect their leaders, with the support of the
Irish and British Governments, to show vision
and good will, to come together to establish
a basis upon which the new institutions can be
restored and the Good Friday accord can be
implemented in full, just as the people voted.

The United States and all the friends of peace
must do all we can to assist, to honor the heroic
efforts of Senator Mitchell, to reaffirm our last-
ing pledge that so long as the people of North-
ern Ireland walk the road of peace, we will
walk with you. Tomorrow at the White House
I will be discussing this with the parties and
listening and working for an answer.

The last century began with bloodshed across
Ireland, and across the United States in our
cities, signs that read, ‘‘No Irish need apply.’’
This one begins with the best hope for Irish
peace in our lifetimes and with Irish and Ameri-
cans of every background gathered in Wash-
ington to rejoice in Ireland’s rich contributions
to America’s national life.

I don’t know that I’ve had so much to do
with this, the progress that has been made. To-
night I am more burdened by the fact that
I have not found an answer for the present
stalemate. But I will say this: I have loved Ire-
land. My wife and my daughter have loved Ire-
land, North and South. We love the music, the
dance, the language, the land.

If Mr. Yeats was right when he said, ‘‘Our
glory begins and ends in our friends,’’ I can
say truly, I have simply tried to be a friend.
But as a friend who, unlike Taoiseach here, has

a term limit and, therefore, who no longer has
to stand for election, I must honestly say that
I have spent an enormous amount of time as
President comforting the victims of violence,
mostly Americans, the people who died in Cro-
atia trying to help overcome ethnic and religious
hatred in the Balkans, the people who died in
a terrorist bombing in the Middle East trying
to help the people of that land and region find
a different way, Irish victims of the Omagh
bombing, the children’s families who died in
the school shootings in America, and on and
on.

And I have spent a great deal of time trying
to decide exactly what it is that makes people
define the meaning of their lives in terms of
their difference—their religion, their racial, their
ethnic, their tribal differences—and how those
differences come to be magnified in our minds
along with the accumulated grievances of past
wrongs, so that we are paralyzed to turn the
clenched fist into the open hand, and how even
when we start—and what a start we have made
in Ireland—it is just hard to go on and easy
to stop.

I must confess, as your friend, I still do not
know the answer to these things. But I do know
that life is fleeting, and opportunities come and
also go. We have the chance of a lifetime here.
You have done it—all of you, the Irish parties,
have done this. The British have done it. We
Americans, we’ve just been friends. But good
friends tell each other the truth, the loving
truth. Whatever the differences, it’s not worth
another life—not one. It’s not worth another
day’s delay, much less a year. We’re all just
passing through this old world with an amount
of time which we know not.

We’re really happy and proud to be here to-
night because we sense that good things have
happened because people rose above their fears,
their hatred, their honest wounds, their deep
scars, to give a better future to their children.
They’re still out there, and they’re still waiting.
We have to find a way to put this back on
track. And if we do, everyone will win. And
that beautiful crystal piece there, it’ll be a crystal
ball, showing a way to our children’s tomorrow.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:42 p.m. in the
Center Hall at the National Building Museum.
In his remarks, he referred to Loretta Brennan
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Glucksman, president, and Kingsley Aikins, execu-
tive director, American Ireland Fund; former Sen-
ator George J. Mitchell, who chaired the
multiparty talks in Northern Ireland; U.S. Ambas-
sador to Ireland Michael J. Sullivan; Irish Ambas-
sador Sean O’hUiginn; Secretary of State for

Northern Ireland Peter Mandelson and Prime
Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; and
Prime Minister Bertie Ahern of Ireland. Prior to
his remarks the President received the American
Ireland Fund’s Millennium Peace Award.

Remarks on the Gun Safety Agreement With Smith & Wesson and an
Exchange With Reporters
March 17, 2000

The President. Good afternoon. For 7 years,
our administration has worked on every front
to reduce violence and to keep our communities
safer. That’s why we’ve pushed for common-
sense gun safety legislation, why I’ve taken exec-
utive action to crack down on bad gun dealers,
and why in December I said we would engage
gun manufacturers in ways to seek changes in
how they do business.

Today I am pleased to report that a key mem-
ber of the industry has decided to set a powerful
example of responsibility. Earlier today Smith
& Wesson signed a landmark agreement with
the Federal Government and States and cities
across our Nation.

For the very first time, a gun manufacturer
has committed to fundamentally change the way
guns are designed, distributed, and marketed.
Under the agreement, Smith & Wesson will in-
clude locking devices and other safety features
and will develop smart guns that can be fired
only by the adults who own them. The company
will cut off dealers who sell disproportionate
numbers of guns that turn up in crimes and
will require all its dealers not to sell at gun
shows unless every seller at the shows conducts
background checks. The company has also
agreed to design new firearms that do not ac-
cept large capacity magazines and will work with
ATF to provide ballistics fingerprints for all its
firearms.

This agreement is a major victory for Amer-
ica’s families. It says that gunmakers can and
will share in the responsibility to keep their
products out of the wrong hands. And it says
that gunmakers can and will make their guns
much safer without infringing on anyone’s rights.

It has taken courage and vision for Smith
& Wesson to be the first manufacturers to nego-

tiate. And I applaud their determination to do
right by their company and their country. As
I’ve said all along, there are responsible citizens
in the gun industry who do want to make
progress on this issue. I hope today’s announce-
ment will encourage others to respond in kind.

This agreement could not have come to pass
without the leadership of many mayors, city at-
torneys, and State attorneys general. I’m glad
to be joined today by Attorney General Eliot
Spitzer of New York and Attorney General Rich-
ard Blumenthal of Connecticut, as well as May-
ors Alex Penelas of Miami, Bill Campbell of
Atlanta.

In a moment, I’ll be telephoning some other
mayors, Joe Ganim of Bridgeport, Dennis
Archer of Detroit, Roosevelt Dorn of Inglewood,
California, Marc Morial of New Orleans, Jimmy
Yee of Sacramento, as well as city attorneys Jim
Hunt of Los Angeles and Louise Renne of San
Francisco and the city attorneys of Berkeley,
California, Camden, New Jersey, and St. Louis,
to congratulate them as well on joining this
agreement and to urge them to continue to work
to keep our children safe.

I would also like to express my appreciation
to former Congressman Mike Barnes, the new
president of Handgun Control. I thank them
all, as well as the members of our administration
team who worked so hard on this: Treasury Sec-
retary Larry Summers and Deputy Secretary
Eizenstat, Attorney General Reno and Deputy
Attorney General Holder, HUD Secretary An-
drew Cuomo, and my Domestic Policy Adviser,
Bruce Reed. They have also worked very hard
to bring us to this historic moment.

Let me say again today, the effort to reduce
gun violence, to protect our children, to keep
guns out of the hands of criminals and children,
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